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Car battery recycling cartel

The European Commission has fined three recycling 
companies a total of €68 million for their participation  
in a cartel.

The European Commission has determined that 
from 2009 to 2012, Campine of Belgium, Eco-Bat 
Technologies of the UK and Recylex of France took 
part in a cartel to fix the purchase prices of scrap 
lead-acid automotive batteries in Belgium, France, 
Germany and the Netherlands. A fourth company, 
Johnson Controls of the US, was not fined because 
it revealed the existence of the cartel to the 
European Commission, thereby avoiding a fine of 
€38,481,300. 

Unlike in most cartels where companies conspire to 
increase their sales prices, the companies colluded 
to reduce the purchase price paid to scrap dealers 
and collectors for used car batteries. In particular, 
the companies exchanged information and agreed 
on target prices, maximum prices and volumes to 
buy from suppliers. 

Recycling companies purchase used automotive 
batteries from scrap dealers or scrap collectors.
Recycling companies carry out the treatment and 
recovery of scrap batteries and then sell recycled 
lead, mostly to battery manufacturers, who use it to 
make new car batteries.

In relation to the fines imposed, as the cartel related 
to collusion on purchase prices, the European 
Commission used the value of purchases (rather 
than the value of sales) to set the level of fines. As 
those figures were presumably artificially lowered 
because of the cartel behaviour, this was likely 
to result in a level of fines below the economic 
significance of the infringement. Therefore, in 
order to avoid under-deterrence, the Commission 
increased the amount of the fine for all parties  
by 10%. 
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