
Director pleads guilty to price-fixing

It has recently been reported in the Irish press that a former 
Director of Aston Carpets and Flooring, has pleaded guilty to 
colluding with Carpet Centre (Contracts) Limited in order to 
fix prices by knowingly tendering bids that were above the 
amount tendered by the other firm.
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The press report notes that the cartel came to light 
after a whistleblower, at Carpet Centre Limited, 
blew the whistle on price-fixing in the carpet sector, 
which he had participated in between July 2012 
and April 2013. 

Contracts reported to be involved in this cartel 
include one with Google for €193,000; one with 
Paypal for €312,000; and two contracts worth  
more than €100,000 with Mastercard.

Sentencing in this case has been adjourned.  
The maximum penalties include a fine of up to  
€5 million and/or 10 years in prison. 

This case highlights the importance of the Cartel 
Immunity Programme, operated by the CCPC, 
in conjunction with the DPP. Under the Cartel 
Immunity Programme, a member of a cartel may 
avoid prosecution, if they are the first member 
of the cartel to come forward and reveal their 
involvement in an illegal cartel before the CCPC has 
investigated the matter. This is a vital tool for the 
CCPC in the detection and prosecution of cartels. 

The clear benefit for companies is the possibility 
of immunity from prosecution for the first person 
to come forward and co-operate fully with an 
investigation. Cartels include agreements to fix 
prices, share markets, limit production or engage 
in bid-rigging or collusive tendering. Therefore, 
companies should be aware that if they are involved 
in a cartel and don’t “blow the whistle”, there is 
always the risk that someone else will!
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