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This Passport has been created to provide you 
with a quick reference guide to global dispute 
resolution procedures. We hope that you find  
it a useful starting point for information when 
you are involved in a dispute that is either  
cross-border or outside your own jurisdiction.

How Eversheds can help
Eversheds can help you to resolve disputes before they 
become major problems. We provide practical solutions and 
expertise to assist you, whatever your dispute and wherever 
it may arise. Recognising the increasingly international 
nature of business, our specialist legal knowledge spans 
multiple jurisdictions. We have considerable experience of 
handling high-value, complex, cross-border disputes and 
legal proceedings across a wide range of sectors. 

Our lawyers regularly advise clients on all types of dispute 
resolution, including litigation, arbitration and mediation,  
in order to achieve the most practical and commercial 
solutions possible. 

The tried and tested project management approach we  
take gives you control of the process and ensures enhanced 
costs predictability.

Above all, we think laterally and creatively. By planning 
ahead and developing a proactive strategy for dispute 
resolution, we can help you plan the best way to get the 
right result.
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Eversheds’ international litigation and  
arbitration practice
Our litigation and arbitration practice has a truly international 
reach, with offices across Europe, the Middle East, Asia and Africa.

For further information, please contact me or the local contacts 
for each of our offices which are contained within this Passport.

Europe
Austria 4
Belgium 6
England and Wales 8
Estonia 10
Finland 12
France 14
Germany 16
Hungary 18
Ireland 20
Italy 22
Latvia 24
Lithuania 26
Netherlands 28
Poland 30
Romania 32
Scotland 34
Spain  36
Sweden 38
Switzerland 40

Middle East
Iraq 42
Jordan 44
Qatar 46
Saudi Arabia 48
UAE 50

Asia
China 52
Hong Kong 54
Singapore 56

Africa
Mauritius 58
South Africa 60
Tunisia 62
 

The information contained in this document is intended as a guide only. Whilst the 
information it contains is believed to be correct, it is not a substitute for appropriate 
legal advice. Eversheds LLP can take no responsibility for actions taken based on the 
information contained in this document.

Claudius Triebold
Head of International Litigation and Arbitration Group 
+41 442 049 090 
claudius.triebold@eversheds.ch

mailto:claudius.triebold%40eversheds.ch?subject=
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Dr Georg Roehsner 
+43 1 51620 160  
g.roehsner@eversheds.at 

Contact

Austria
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and, to a lesser extent, arbitration 
and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Not in principle, but certain proceedings do 
require prior mediation.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

9 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

The general limitation period is 3 years, 
but this is subject to certain exceptions. 
For claims in contract and tort, time runs 
from the date on which the claimant 
becomes aware of the damage and the party 
responsible for it.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Court hearings are principally public, but the Court can order 
that hearings are held in private in certain circumstances.  
Non-parties cannot obtain copies of statements of case.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

The Court can grant injunctive relief in cases where an existing 
claim or legal relationship requires regulation or protection, 
where enforcement of a judgment is endangered or a legal 
relationship is put at risk. The applicant must persuade the Court 
that there is a real risk of harm if the injunction is not granted but 
definitive proof is not required.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

A party is, in principle, obliged to disclose all documents on 
which it relies as soon as possible in the proceedings. There is no 
general obligation to disclose other documents, except for joint 
documents of the parties.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

An unsuccessful party can appeal on the basis of errors in fact or 
law. Appeals to the Austrian Supreme Court are possible if a legal 
question is of special significance and the amount in dispute is 
higher than EUR5,000.

Did you know...
An initial hearing 
is held at which 
the Judge may 
give a provisional 
(non-binding) 
legal opinion on 
the case and state 
which witnesses 
he intends to 
hear. It is the 
Judge, and not the 
parties’ advocates, 
who examines 
the witnesses at 
trial. There is no 
general obligation 
to disclose other 
documents, 
except for joint 
documents of the 
parties.

mailto:g.roehsner%40eversheds.at?subject=
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Lieven Devos 
+32 2 737 9323  
lievendevos@eversheds.be 

Contact

Belgium
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, subject to specific exceptions.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

For a claim in contract, the limitation period 
is 10 years from the date of breach. For a 
non-contractual claim the limitation period 
is 5 years from the date on which the injured 
party became aware of the damage as a 
result of the wrongful act.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Generally yes. Non-parties cannot obtain 
copies of statements of case filed at Court 
but can obtain a copy of the judgment.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

The Court can grant an interim injunction before trial if it is 
satisfied that there is a technical question to be dealt with and if 
an injunction is the best available interim measure (the Court will 
appoint a Court surveyor or expert).

In urgent cases, parties can make a request to the President of 
the Court for other interim measures.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

A party to litigation must disclose any documents on which it 
relies. The Court can order further documents to be disclosed 
upon the application of a party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes. An unsuccessful party can appeal to the Court of Appeal 
which re-hears the case in its entirety. Further appeals can be 
made to the Supreme Court on findings of law.

Did you know...
Proceedings are 
conducted mostly 
in writing and 
witness hearings 
take place only 
exceptionally. 
As such, the 
trial process is 
generally very 
short.

mailto:lievendevos%40eversheds.be?subject=
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Mark Davenport 
+44 7775 921 441  
markdavenport@eversheds.com 

Contact

England and Wales
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, ADR/mediation and 
expert determination.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, however there may be costs penalties  
if a party unreasonably refuses to participate 
in mediation.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

18 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 6 years from the date of breach. 

Tort – 6 years from the date damage occurs 
as a result of the wrongful act.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a hearing to be heard in private in 
certain circumstances. Non-parties are able to obtain copies of 
statements of case filed at Court and any judgments or orders.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if the Court is satisfied that there is a serious question to be 
tried, that the balance of convenience favours the grant of an 
injunction and if damages would not be an adequate remedy.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes, parties must search for and disclose any documents on 
which they rely and which either support or adversely affect 
their own or another party’s case. The Court can order further 
documents to be disclosed upon the application of a party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, if permission is granted by the Court.

Did you know...
An order that a 
claimant must 
provide security for 
a defendant’s costs 
of proceedings 
may be granted if 
certain grounds 
are met.

mailto:markdavenport%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Raiko Lipstok 
+372 614 1990  
raiko.lipstok@eversheds.ee 

Contact

Estonia
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but the Court takes an active role in 
promoting settlement.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 3 years from the date of breach, 
although time for debt claims runs from the 
start of the next calendar year. 

Tort – 3 years from the date upon which the 
claimant becomes aware of the tort and the 
responsible party, with a long stop date of 10 
years from the date of the tort.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a hearing to be heard in private in 
certain circumstances.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if compliance with the final judgment would otherwise be 
difficult or impossible and if the injunction would not place an 
unreasonable burden on the other party. In a monetary claim, 
the party must pay a deposit in the amount equal to 5% of the 
claim, but not more than EUR32,000.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes. Parties must disclose documents on which they rely.  
The Court can, of its own accord, request parties to submit 
certain documents and additional evidence.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, unless the parties have waived their right to appeal.

Did you know...
In certain 
circumstances, 
proceedings may 
be dealt with “on 
paper” without 
the need for a 
hearing. Simplified 
proceedings are 
also available 
for certain debt 
claims.

mailto:raiko.lipstok%40eversheds.ee?subject=
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5. Are Court proceedings public?

Generally yes. However, in certain circumstances the Court 
may decide that oral proceedings shall be held in full or to the 
necessary extent without the presence of the public.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, an interim injunction for securing the applicant’s rights is possible. 
Property in the possession of the opposing party may be attached 
when the applicant can demonstrate that it is probable that he or she 
has a certain right and there is a danger that the opposing party may 
prevent or render difficult the exercise of the applicant’s right.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

The parties shall obtain the evidence necessary in the case. 
The court may in certain circumstances, when it deems this 
necessary, decide on its own initiative that evidence or an expert 
statement shall be obtained.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, unless appeal has been specifically prohibited or the 
parties have agreed to waive their right to appeal. In some 
circumstances a leave for continued consideration is required 
from the Court of Appeal. In order to appeal a decision of  
the Court of Appeal, leave of appeal shall generally  
be requested from the Supreme Court.
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Finland
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No. However, the Court can and may also bring 
up the possibility to mediate the pending matter.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment after 
trial?

Depending on the type of the matter 
approximately 3 to 12 months. 

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Breach of Contract: General statute of limitation 
is three years after the debt has become due as a 
consequence of a breach of contract. Damages: 
General statute of limitation is 3 years after the 
claimant has noticed or should have noticed the 
breach/occurrence of damage. Generally the period 
of limitations has to be interrupted before 10 years 
from the breach/occurrence of damage. In addition, 
there are several special statutes of procedural 
limitation, for example in labour legislation.

Did you know...
There is a 
long tradition 
of resolving 
commercial 
disputes through 
arbitration in 
Finland and 
Finnish businesses 
generally include 
arbitration 
agreements into 
their commercial 
agreements. 
In addition to 
local arbitration 
rules (FAI Rules), 
Finnish companies 
frequently use 
arbitration clauses 
referring to ICC, 
SCC and LCIA 
arbitration rules, 
Swiss rules or to ad 
hoc arbitration.

Ismo Kallioniemi
+35 81 06 84 13 78
ismo.kallioniemi@eversheds.fi

Contacts

Vesa Turkki 
+35 81 06 84 15 25 
vesa.turkki@eversheds.fi
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Rémi Kleiman 
+33 15 573 4024  
remikleiman@eversheds.com 

Contact

France
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, ADR/mediation and 
expert determination.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, however the Court rules encourage 
parties to consider mediation. The parties 
can request a mediation at any stage of  
the dispute.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Approximately 18 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

For commercial claims, the limitation period 
is 5 years, subject to certain exceptions. 
The date from which time runs will vary 
depending on the nature of the claim.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

The general rule is that Court proceedings are public, except 
those concerning bankruptcy. Third parties are able to obtain 
copies of judgments in public matters.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Injunctive relief is available in order to oblige a party to produce 
a document if such document appears to be necessary to 
resolve the dispute, or on a statutory basis:

(i) if there is a legitimate reason to preserve or to establish 
evidence before the beginning of proceedings; (ii) in order to 
obtain an interim payment in cases where there is no serious 
challenge to the merits of the claim; or (iii) in order to compel 
the mandatory performance of an obligation.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

As a general rule, there is no formal process of disclosure and 
parties will disclose those documents on which they rely. The 
Judge can also order disclosure of documents under certain 
conditions. Parties can request documents from each other but 
there is no obligation to provide documents, unless ordered to 
do so by the Court.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, provided the amount in dispute is more than EUR4,000 and 
permission is not required. Appeals can be brought on the basis 
of errors in facts or law.

Did you know...
As disclosure 
is limited and 
there is no cross 
examination 
of witnesses at 
trial, the costs 
of litigation are 
somewhat limited. 
The Court has 
discretion to order 
the unsuccessful 
party to pay its 
opponent’s legal 
costs.

mailto:remikleiman%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Joos Hellert 
+49 89 545 65 185  
joos.hellert@eversheds.de 

Contact

Germany
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Except for in very few cases, no.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

6 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

The standard limitation period is 3 years to 
the end of a calendar year, although this 
is subject to certain exceptions. There are 
several options to suspend the limitation 
period.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Generally yes, although exemptions apply. 
Non-parties are able to obtain anonymised 
judgments or orders and they may also 
ask for access to records if they have a 
reasonable legal interest.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Interim injunctions can be obtained without prior notice to  
the other party and/or on the same day if the case is  
sufficiently urgent.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no disclosure process. Each party may submit all 
documents available in order to prove or defend a claim.  
To a very limited extent, a party can be forced to disclose  
a specified document.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, in general there are 3 stages of appeal although access  
to the third stage is strictly limited.

Did you know...
The Court costs 
and attorneys’ fees 
that the losing 
party must bear are 
determined by law.

mailto:joos.hellert%40eversheds.de?subject=
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Péter Sándor 
+36 1 394 3121  
peter.sandor@eversheds.hu 

Péter Komáromi 
+36 1 394 3121 
komaromi@eversheds.hu 

Contacts

Hungary
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

24 to 36 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

The general limitation period is 5 years 
from the date on which the cause of action 
arose. In contract, time runs from the date 
of breach. For non-contractual claims, time 
normally runs from the date when damage 
occurs.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Generally yes, but the Judge can order a 
hearing in private in certain circumstances.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

The Court can grant an interim injunction before trial if it is 
satisfied that damages would not be an adequate remedy, if it 
is necessary to ensure the legal protection of certain applicants 
and to maintain the status quo.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There are no specific rules regarding the disclosure of 
documents. However, parties must disclose those facts which 
are relevant to the case and must not mislead the Court.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, on the basis of errors in fact or law.

Did you know...
The Court may 
request an opinion 
from an expert 
(with judicial 
expertise) who 
must be selected 
by the parties from 
a set list of Court-
approved experts.

mailto:peter.sandor%40eversheds.hu?subject=
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Dermot McEvoy 
+353 1 664 4238  
dermotmcevoy@eversheds.ie 

Jim Trueick 
+353 1 664 4247  
jimtrueick@eversheds.ie 

Contacts

Ireland
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, conciliation/mediation 
and, to a lesser extent, expert determination.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Mediation is not mandatory but the Courts 
are taking an increasingly active role in 
promoting mediation and commercial 
mediation will shortly be given a statutory 
footing in Ireland.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

18 to 24 months for claims in the High 
Court or 5 to 9 months for claims in the 
Commercial Court.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Generally, 6 years for claims in contract and 
tort. Time runs from the date on which the 
cause of action accrues.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order hearings to be held in private in 
certain limited circumstances. Non-parties can obtain judgments 
and all legal submissions, but not the pleadings without consent.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if the Court is satisfied that there is a serious question to be 
tried, that the balance of convenience favours the grant of an 
injunction and that damages would not be an adequate remedy. 
An undertaking as to damages must also be given in order to 
secure an injunction.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes, the parties are required to disclose by consent or may apply 
to Court for a hearing to determine the extent of the documents 
to be disclosed.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.

Did you know...
It is usual for a 
successful party 
to recover the 
majority of its 
reasonable legal 
costs.

mailto:dermotmcevoy%40eversheds.ie?subject=
mailto:jimtrueick%40eversheds.ie?subject=
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Italy
Europe

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Mediation/conciliation is mandatory in 
relation to certain types of disputes.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Approximately 4 to 6 years.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

10 years generally, but shorter terms apply  
to some cases.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

No, except for final hearings. Final judgments 
are public, whereas trial documents cannot 
be accessed by non-parties.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, either during the course of a case or upon separate 
application, but in any case, on the basis of written evidence 
only. A party may object to an injunction, but the Judge can 
allow its provisional enforceability where a serious risk of harm  
is proved or the debtor has admitted the debt in writing.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Each party is required to give evidence in writing (witness 
examination is not always allowed). However, upon request 
and only in exceptional circumstances, the Judge may order 
the counterparty or third parties to disclose certain specific 
documents or information, where they are deemed essential  
for the decision.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, but normally the appealed decision is enforceable in the 
meantime. A further appeal before the Court of Cassation is 
allowed, but limited to points of law.

Did you know...
As of 1 July 2014, 
all new civil 
disputes shall be 
managed through 
a centralised 
online platform 
and lawyers shall 
sign and file briefs 
and documents 
electronically only.

Stefano M Cima 
+39 02 892 871  
stefanocima@eversheds.it 

Andrea Zincone 
+39 06 322 5844  
andreazincone@eversheds.it 

Contacts

mailto:stefanocima%40eversheds.it?subject=
mailto:andreazincone%40eversheds.it?subject=
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Contacts

Ilze Kramina 
+371 6 728 0102  
ilze.kramina@eversheds.lv 

Agris Bitāns 
+371 6 728 0102  
agris.bitans@eversheds.lv 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

24 to 36 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

In general, the limitation period is 10 years 
from the date on which the cause of action 
accrues. However, in commercial claims the 
limitation period is 3 years. In some cases 
the law states shorter limitation periods, for 
instance, 1 year or even 6 months.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court may order a hearing, or 
part of it, to be heard in private in certain 
circumstances.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, where enforcement of a Court judgment would otherwise 
be difficult or impossible.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes. Each party must present evidence (including documents) 
which substantiates their position and this must be submitted 
with their pleadings. The Court may also compel the production 
of specifically requested documents.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, except in cases stated by law.

Did you know...
Default judgment is 
available on certain 
grounds, including 
where a defendant 
is resident in 
Latvia. Default 
judgments cannot 
be appealed.

Latvia
Europe

mailto:ilze.kramina%40eversheds.lv?subject=
mailto:agris.bitans%40eversheds.lv?subject=
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Contacts

Nerijus Zaleckas 
+370 5 239 2391  
nerijus.zaleckas@eversheds.lt 

Jonas Saladžius 
+370 5 239 2391  
jonas.saladzius@eversheds.lt 

Did you know...
A foreign party 
to litigation 
proceedings must 
appoint a local 
legal representative 
and may be 
requested to pay a 
deposit as security 
for the costs of 
the other party. If 
the foreign party 
does not appoint 
a local legal 
representative, it 
must appoint a 
person entitled to 
receive documents 
on behalf of the 
foreign party.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if enforcement of a Court judgment would otherwise be 
impossible.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no formal process, but parties must disclose those 
documents on which they rely.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, permission is not required.

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but there are mandatory pre-action 
obligations which must be complied with.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 10 years from the date on which 
the claimant becomes aware, or should have 
become aware, of the breach.

Tort – 3 years.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but in certain circumstances the Court 
may order a hearing to be heard in private. 

Lithuania
Europe

mailto:nerijus.zaleckas%40eversheds.lt?subject=
mailto:jonas.saladzius%40eversheds.lt?subject=
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Contact

Jurjen de Korte 
+3120 560 0664  
jurjendekorte@eversheds.nl 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, ADR/mediation and 
expert determination.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

18 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract and tort – 5 years from the date  
on which the cause of action arose. The 
cause of action arises on the date the 
damage occurs or on the date when the 
injured party becomes aware of the damage 
and the identity of the liable party. Under 
certain circumstances, the limitation period 
can be restarted by a party issuing a written 
notice reserving its right to bring a claim at a 
later stage.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a hearing to be held in private in 
certain circumstances. 

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes. An attachment of assets can be obtained ex parte against 
any assets located in the Netherlands provided that the 
requesting party can establish a prima facie claim and these are 
commonly granted. Other interim remedies, such as an advance 
on damages, are also available.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no formal procedure, but documents may be presented 
as evidence and requests for specific documents may be made 
of an opposing party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes. Permission to appeal is not required.

Did you know...
A successful 
application for 
attachment 
of assets can 
establish legal 
jurisdiction in the 
Netherlands. 

Netherlands
Europe

mailto:jurjendekorte%40eversheds.nl?subject=
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Contacts

Did you know...
The statutory 
deadlines for 
the parties in 
commercial 
cases to present 
evidence have 
been replaced by 
the discretional 
power of Judges. 
Judges can 
determine when, 
and to what extent, 
the parties are 
allowed to file 
pleadings.

Maciej Jóźwiak 
+48 22 50 50 74 7
maciej.jozwiak@eversheds.pl 

Henryk Romańczuk 
+48 22 50 50 75 2
henryk.romanczuk@eversheds.pl 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but the Court may direct the parties 
to mediation unless one of the parties 
disagrees.

3. What is the likely length 
of time between issuing 
a claim and receiving 
judgment after trial?

12 to 24 months.

4. What limitation 
periods usually apply 
to bringing a claim?

10 years for claims 
between natural 
persons and 3 years if there is 
a professional/business element.  
A 2 year limitation period applies to claims 
arising out of commercial contracts of sale. 
Time runs from the date when an obligation 
is due. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court may order a private hearing in certain 
circumstances. 

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if enforcement of the judgment or the achievement of the 
aim of the proceedings would otherwise be disabled or impeded.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes, parties are obliged to disclose any documents on which 
they rely, which affect, or are necessary for their own or another 
party’s case. 

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.

Poland
Europe
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Contact

Mihai Guia 
+40 21 311 2561  
mihaiguia@eversheds.ro 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but in most cases it is mandatory that 
the claimant summons the respondent to 
a meeting where the advantages of the 
mediation are explained prior to filing the 
claim with the Court. 

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

8 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Generally 3 years from the moment the 
cause of action arose (and the claimant 
knew, or should have known, the identity 
of the person responsible for such cause of 
action) in civil, contractual or tort claims, but 
other periods apply to different types of legal 
relationships.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but only the parties have access to the Court files.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, as an interim remedy and only if a surety is paid.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

No, generally the parties may choose which documents they will 
use and disclose during disputes.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, in certain cases a second, mostly procedural, appeal may be 
filed against a judgment.

Did you know...
All Court 
proceedings 
are conducted 
in Romanian, 
but arbitration 
proceedings may 
be conducted in a 
foreign language 
if agreed by the 
parties.

Romania
Europe

mailto:mihaiguia%40eversheds.ro?subject=
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Contact

Emma Harris 
+44 131 476 8375 
emmaharrisscotland@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main 
dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and 
arbitration in the main, 
although mediation and 
expert determination 
are used to a lesser extent.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

9 to 12 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 5 years from the date the 
obligation became enforceable. 

Tort – 5 years from the date the damage 
occurred.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a private hearing in certain 
circumstances. 

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if the party can demonstrate a prima facie case and show 
that it should be granted on the balance of convenience.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes. A party must file documents on which it relies but there 
is no general requirement to lodge all relevant documents 
or documents which are damaging to a party’s case. A party 
may apply to the Court for recovery of documents that have a 
bearing on the case if they are aware of their existence.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.

Did you know...
Following the 
filing of pleadings, 
parties are given 
a period of 
adjustment (usually 
8 weeks) during 
which they can 
make, in general, 
whatever changes 
to their written 
documents they 
wish. 

Scotland
Europe

mailto:emmaharrisscotland%40eversheds.com?subject=


36 37

Passport to resolution  
Your global guide to dispute pathways

Contacts

Antonio Bravo
+34 91 429 4333 
abravo@evershedsnicea.com

Kiko Carrion
+34 91 429 4333 
kcarrion@evershedsnicea.com

Did you know...
In Spain, all legal 
procedures require 
the participation of 
two professionals: 
the lawyer, as 
the legal director 
of the case, and 
the Court Agent 
(Procurador), 
as the legal 
representative of 
the party before 
the Court. The 
Court Agent 
receives decisions, 
produces service 
of process and 
files all types of 
pleadings.

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation  
(to a lesser extent).

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No. However, the Court rules encourage 
parties to consider mediation.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment after 
trial?

9 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 5 years from the date the 
obligation became enforceable. 

Tort – 1 year from the date on which the 
cause of action arose. The cause of action 
arises on the date the damage occurs or on 
the date when the injured party becomes 
aware of the damage and the identity of the 
liable party. Under certain circumstances, the 
limitation period can be restarted by a party 
issuing a written notice.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

The general rule is that Court proceedings are public. However, 
the Court can order a hearing to be heard in private in certain 
circumstances. Non-parties are able to obtain copies of 
judgments in public matters.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, the Court can grant an interim injunction before trial if the 
party can demonstrate a prima facie case and that a change of 
the current situation would endanger the enforcement of the 
judgment. The party needs to prove its entitlement to an interim 
injunction and the urgency of the application. Interim injunctions 
can be obtained without prior notice to the other party.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

It is compulsory for each party to disclose all the documents 
on which they rely at the beginning of the proceedings. If the 
parties do not have any such documents at that stage, they must 
disclose them as soon as they receive them.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, in all cases.

Spain
Europe

mailto:abravo%40evershedsnicea.com?subject=
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Contact

Jonas Löttiger 
+46 8 545 322 18 
jonas.lottiger@eversheds.se 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Approximately 12 to 24 months. 

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

The general limitation period of a claim is 10 
years from the date the claim arose. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

The general rule is that Court proceedings 
are public. However, the Court can order 
a hearing to be heard in private in certain 
circumstances. Non-parties are able to 
obtain copies of statements of case filed 
at Court, including evidence, and any 
judgments or orders.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

The Court may impose an interim 
freezing injunction to secure 
the applicant’s legal rights. The 
applicant must show reasonable 
grounds for asserting his claim; 
a reasonable expectation that the 
opposing party will prevent or render 
difficult the exercise of the applicant’s right, or a reasonable 
expectation that the opposing party will substantially diminish 
the value of the applicant’s right. The applicant must provide 
security for the damages which may result from the order.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

It is up to the parties to decide on the evidence they should 
present to substantiate their case and the Court will not 
contribute to disclosure in the case on its own initiative. 
However, a party may ask the Court to order the opposing party 
or a third party to provide a specific document if is relevant as 
evidence in the case. 

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, but permission must be obtained from the higher Court. 
Appeals to the Court of Appeal can be made on grounds of fact 
or law, but to the Supreme Court on grounds of law only.

Did you know...
All examinations 
in the District 
Court are recorded 
on video. Only 
examinations are 
recorded, not 
the whole Court 
hearing. In the 
event of an appeal, 
the recordings 
will generally 
constitute the 
verbal evidence 
in the Court of 
Appeal.

Sweden
Europe

mailto:jonas.lottiger%40eversheds.se?subject=
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Contact

Claudius Triebold 
+41 442 049 090  
claudius.triebold@eversheds.ch 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration and to a lesser 
extent ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but a conciliation attempt is mandatory 
at the outset of most civil proceedings.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

18 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

10 years from the date the claim becomes 
due. 

Tort – 1 year from the date when the 
claimant has knowledge of the damage and 
the responsible person, but with a long stop 
date of 10 years from the date of occurrence 
of the harmful act.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but judgments are anonymised before publication.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if the applicant demonstrates prima facie evidence that 
it has a right which has been violated or is threatened with 
violation, and there is a risk that such violation will cause 
detriment which would not be easy to remedy.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no general obligation to disclose documents other than 
those specifically requested by another party. Such requests may 
be made pre-action or in the main proceedings. 

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.
Did you know...
In certain 
circumstances, at 
the defendant’s 
request, the 
claimant must 
provide security 
for the defendant’s 
costs.

Switzerland
Europe

mailto:claudius.triebold%40eversheds.ch?subject=
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Did you know...
The country 
established 
specialised 
Commercial 
Courts to 
adjudicate cases 
between foreign 
parties and Iraqis. 
Three such 
courts have been 
inaugurated in 
Baghdad, Najaf and 
Basra.

Salam Zuhair 
+964 7809 167976  
salamzuhair@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Mediation, arbitration and litigation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Generally, civil cases take 3 to 6 months. 
The likely length of the claim depends on 
the subject matter of the dispute, the nature 
of the case and the investigation process 
requested.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Generally, a limitation period of 15 years 
applies to debt claims and disputes relating 
to the rights of parties. However, certain 
exceptions do apply.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Generally yes, unless the Judge orders a case to be heard  
in private because of its nature or at the request of one or  
both parties.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes. Certain forms of provisional injunctive relief can be granted 
by the Court, for example to prevent debtors fleeing the 
jurisdiction or to protect assets in order that Court 
judgments can be enforced.

7. Are parties required to 
disclose documents?

Disclosure is not 
mandatory, but parties 
are generally required 
to disclose documents 
in order to prove their 
case. Disclosure may be 
requested by either party or 
made at any stage in the proceedings.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.

Iraq
Middle East

mailto:salamzuhair%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
In Jordan, the 
Court in which a 
case will first be 
heard depends on 
its value. However, 
certain types of 
cases will always 
be heard in a 
particular Court, 
regardless of their 
value.

Nadim Kayyali 
+962 6566 0511
nadimkayyali@eversheds.com

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration and mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No. Mediation occurs either upon the 
request of the parties or following a proposal 
by the Judge, which must be agreed by both 
parties.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 36 months. 

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Commercial claims – 10 years. 

Other civil claims – 15 years.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, unless otherwise ordered by the Court 
or, in certain circumstances, at the request of 
one of the parties.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Generally no, although certain interim remedies are available in 
respect of debt claims, including attachment orders and orders 
preventing a debtor from leaving the country. Before granting 
such orders, the Court requires solid evidence and needs to be 
satisfied that there is a real risk of dissipation and that the debtor 
will flee the country.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

The Court may order any party to disclose documents in its 
possession or within its control, as is deemed necessary for the 
determination of the case. Any party can request that the Court 
give notice to any other party to disclose documents referred to 
in that party’s pleadings.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes.

Jordan
Middle East

mailto:nadimkayyali%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
The Courts rely 
heavily on the 
opinions of Court 
appointed experts.

Shalagh Saleh 
+974 4496 7397  
shalaghsaleh@eversheds.com 

Richard Ward 
+974 4496 7444  
richardward@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, mediation is uncommon in Qatar.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 18 months. 

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Generally, for commercial disputes, 3 years 
from the date the claimant becomes aware 
of the loss and the person liable or 15 years 
from the date of the incident, whichever  
is sooner. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but oral hearings are not publically 
recorded.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Not as such, but similar interim remedies are available in respect 
of debt claims, including attachment orders and passport bans. 
Before granting such orders, the Court requires firm evidence 
about the strength of the claimant’s case and the Court must be 
satisfied that there is a real risk of dissipation or that the debtor 
will flee the jurisdiction.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no formal requirement to disclose documents. 
However, the Court will generally request a party to disclose 
documents that it relies upon during the proceedings and can,  
if it considers necessary, compel disclosure 
on the application of a party. 

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal  
a judgment?

Yes, permission is not required.

Qatar
Middle East

mailto:shalaghsaleh%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
Saudi jurisdiction 
is unique due 
to its exclusive 
application of 
Sharia law and the 
broad discretion 
given to the Court 
and Judges. There 
are no written 
civil codes and 
no precedent 
recording systems.

Mohammed Aldhabaan 
+966 1479 0101  
aldhabaan@aldhabaan.eversheds.com 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration. 

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, mediation does not exist under  
Saudi law.

3. What is the likely 
length of time between 
issuing a claim and 
receiving judgment  
after trial?

It depends on the type of 
claim being adjudicated 
by the competent judicial 
body. Commercial and 
civil cases usually take  
1 to 5 years.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to 
bringing a claim?

As Sharia law is applicable, in general there 
are no limitation periods.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

In general yes, unless the Judge decides otherwise, for instance 
in family cases.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Generally no. However, attachment orders and travel bans may 
be granted by the Court where there is a risk that the defendant 
may leave Saudi Arabia or liquidate his/her assets.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

No, there is no system of disclosure.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes. 

Saudi Arabia
Middle East

mailto:mohammedal-dhabaan%40aldhabaan.eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
All proceedings in 
local Courts are in 
Arabic. If relevant 
documents are in 
another language 
they need to be 
legally translated. 
However, parties 
now also have the 
option of providing 
for disputes to be 
resolved in the 
DIFC Courts in 
Dubai. Proceedings 
in these Courts 
are conducted in 
English according 
to Court rules 
which closely 
follow the CPR in 
England and Wales.

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Yes, if a case in the Dubai Courts falls within 
the jurisdiction of the Centre for Amicable 
Settlement of Disputes. For cases in the 
Dubai International Financial Centre, the 
Court has discretion to make an ADR order 
in the Case Management Conference. 

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Approximately 6 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Different limitation periods apply to different 
types of claims and range from 6 months to 
15 years. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Court proceedings are public. However, civil cases are dealt with 
largely “on paper” and it is generally difficult for third parties to 
obtain access to the Court file.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

No, however the Court can impose attachment orders and 
passport bans. Before granting such orders, the Court must be 
satisfied of the strength of the claimant’s case and that there is a 
real risk of dissipation or the debtor fleeing the jurisdiction.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

A party should disclose documents on which it relies (and which 
it refers to in its pleadings). However, there is no obligation to 
disclose documents adverse to the party’s  
case (unless they are referred to in that 
party’s pleadings).

8. Can an unsuccessful party 
appeal a judgment?

Yes, permission is not required.

UAE
Middle East

Richard Ward 
+974 4496 7444  
richardward@eversheds.com 

mailto:richardward%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
Before issuing 
judgment, the 
Court will organise 
a mediation 
to encourage 
settlement. The 
Judge will act as 
the mediator.

Jack Cai 
+86 21 6137 1007  
jackcai@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

Generally no. However, the Court may direct 
parties to attempt mediation before and 
during the proceedings. 

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

6 months for the Court of First Instance and 
3 months for the Court of Second Instance 
(on appeal), unless extended by the Court 
due to special circumstances. 

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Generally 2 years, but only 1 year for special 
claims such as personal injury. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Court proceedings are public unless state 
secrets or private matters are involved.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, on the following grounds: (i) when it is difficult to execute 
a judgment without asset preservation; (ii) due to urgent 
circumstances when the legitimate interests of a party may be 
irreparably harmed; and (iii) when evidence may be destroyed  
or lost. 

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

There is no obligation on a party to disclose evidence which 
is harmful to its own case. However, if evidence shows that 
one party is in possession of certain evidence but is refusing 
to provide it without good cause, an inference that the other 
party’s claim is valid may be drawn.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, a party can appeal the decision of a Court of first instance 
within 15 days of judgment on the basis of either fact or law  
or both. 

China
Asia

mailto:jackcai%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
Despite the 
transfer of Hong 
Kong from Britain 
to the PRC on 
1 July 1997, it 
retains a separate 
common law legal 
system based on 
that of England and 
Wales under the  
“one country, two 
systems” principle. 
English common 
law is still accepted 
by the Courts 
as important 
guidance.

Mark Yeadon 
+852 21 863 225  
markyeadon@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, and increasingly, 
mediation.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but mediation is strongly encouraged.  
If a party is not willing to mediate it must 
give reasons and there may be cost penalties 
where a party’s refusal to mediate is 
unreasonable.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

18 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

6 years for breaches of contract and in tort 
claims. Time runs from the date of breach for 
contract claims and from the date damage 
occurs for claims in tort. Special rules apply 
where the damage is latent.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Most hearings are in public, although 
in certain circumstances the Court 
can keep the proceedings confidential.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if the Court is satisfied that there 
is a serious question to be tried, the 
balance of convenience favours the grant 
of an injunction and if damages would 
not be an adequate remedy.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Unless the parties agree or the Court orders otherwise, the 
parties to litigation must disclose all documents within their 
possession, custody or power relating to matters in question 
between them in the litigation. The Court can order further 
documents to be disclosed upon the application of a party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, but generally appeals can only be made in respect of 
findings of law. It may also be necessary to obtain the Court’s 
permission to pursue an appeal.

Hong Kong
Asia

mailto:markyeadon%40eversheds.com?subject=
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Did you know...
The Court rules 
have recently been 
changed to allow 
for different types 
of interlocutory 
matters to be 
appealable to 
different levels of 
the Court.

Oommen Mathew 
+65 6572 5555 
oommenmathew@eversheds.com 

1. What are the main 
dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration 
and ADR/mediation.

2. Is mediation 
mandatory?

Generally no. However, 
the Court may direct 
parties to attempt mediation before 
continuing with proceedings. The Court has 
discretion as to the award of costs and may 
take into account the conduct of all parties, 
including any refusals to mediate before and 
during the proceedings. 

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to bringing a claim?

6 years for claims in contract and tort. In both cases, time runs 
from the date on which the cause of action accrued.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Court trials or hearings take place in open Court which the 
public may attend unless the Court directs otherwise. 

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, if there is a serious question to be tried, damages are an 
inadequate remedy and the balance of convenience is in favour 
of granting relief.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes, a party must produce a list of the documents which are, 
or have been, in that party’s possession, custody or power. All 
relevant documents must be disclosed, including the ones that 
are adverse to the party’s own case.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes. Appeals are heard by way of re-hearing; the appellate Court 
is not bound by the findings of fact or law of the lower Court. 

Singapore
Asia
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Miro Dvorak 
+230 211 0550  
miro.dvorak@eversheds.mu

Did you know...
In July 2011, the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Mauritius, the LCIA 
and the Mauritius 
International 
Arbitration Centre 
Limited (MIAC) 
entered into an 
agreement for the 
establishment and 
operation of a new 
arbitration centre 
in Mauritius, known 
as the LCIA-MIAC 
Arbitration Centre.

Africa

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, mediation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No. However, since 2010, mediation is 
strongly encouraged in civil cases before 
the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice 
has discretion to refer civil matters to the 
Mediation Division to dispose of the matter 
by a common agreement, or to narrow down 
the issues in dispute. If one of the parties 
refuses or fails to submit to mediation, an 
early trial is ordered and there may be cost 
penalties where a party’s refusal to mediate 
is unreasonable.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

This will depend on the Court at which the 
case is lodged and the nature of the case 
itself, but generally at first instance between 
12 to 24 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to bringing a claim?

Generally it is 10 years from the date of the claim arising, subject 
to certain exceptions. If the action is against a government 
authority or government officer, then the claim must be brought 
within 2 years from the date of the claim arising.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a hearing to be heard in private  
in certain circumstances. Access to Court files and papers  
is limited.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes. The Judge must be satisfied that the matter is urgent 
and that the balance of convenience favours the grant of an 
injunction and damages would not be an adequate remedy.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes. Parties must disclose documents on which they rely.  
The Court can order further documents to be disclosed upon 
the application of a party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, with leave of the Court and normally the appeal must be 
lodged within 21 days of the day of judgment.

Mauritius
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Peter van Niekerk 
+27 82 490 9789 
petervanniekerk@eversheds.co.za 

Did you know...
Civil litigation 
proceedings are 
covered by the 
Electronic Filing 
System (“EFS”), a 
nationwide Court 
document filing 
and handling 
system and the 
filing of all Court 
documents 
must be done 
through the EFS, 
either through 
an electronic 
transmission or a 
service bureau. 

Africa

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, arbitration, ADR/mediation and 
expert determination.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No, but the Courts have recently increased 
the pressure on parties to do so.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

12 to 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

Contract – 3 years from the date of breach 
or the date upon which a party’s entitlement 
to institute a claim based on the contractual 
provisions arises. 

Tort – 3 years from the date damage occurs 
as a result of the wrongful act.

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Yes, but the Court can order a hearing to be 
heard in private in certain circumstances. 

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, provided that there is no alternative remedy available to the 
applicant, the applicant will suffer irreparable harm if the relief is 
not granted, the balance of convenience favours the grant of an 
injunction and damages would not be an adequate remedy.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes. A party must carry out a reasonable search for and disclose 
any documents on which it relies and which either adversely 
affect or support its own or another party’s case. The Court can 
order further documents to be disclosed upon the application of 
a party.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes, with permission.

South Africa
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Did you know...
The unsuccessful 
party must pay 
the other party’s 
costs, except in 
cases before the 
Supreme Court.

Africa

1. What are the main dispute resolution 
methods?

Litigation, conciliation and arbitration.

2. Is mediation mandatory?

No. However, conciliation is mandatory as a 
preliminary step in some proceedings.

3. What is the likely length of time between 
issuing a claim and receiving judgment 
after trial?

Between 12 and 18 months.

4. What limitation periods usually apply to  
bringing a claim?

The period of limitation depends on the 
nature of the claim. It varies from 1 to 15 years. 

5. Are Court proceedings public?

Hearings are public. However, exceptionally, for certain cases the 
Court can order a private hearing.

6. Is injunctive relief available?

Yes, the claimant can ask the Judge to issue injunctive relief.

7. Are parties required to disclose documents?

Yes, when ordered by the Judge.

8. Can an unsuccessful party appeal a judgment?

Yes. 

Tunisia
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