
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The period during which .eu domains can 

be registered exclusively by entities 
holding the priority right to a given name 

will end on 7 April 2006.  Therefore, it is 
best to register any domains right now.  

For many companies these days, Internet 

domain names are at least as important as 
their trade marks or business names. All of 

these marks are often used simultaneously in 

order to identify a given company and to 
distinguish it on the market.  

An Internet address in most cases includes the 

company’s name or trade mark as well as  
a suffix indicating the domain type. In the case 

of Polish companies, this is usually .pl, .com.pl 
and sometimes .com. 

Recently, it became possible to also register 

.eu domains, which indicate the European 
origin of the business. This domain can be 

attractive for companies operating on European 
Union markets. 

.eu and .com – the need for a European 

identification 

The .eu domain is the first Internet domain 
outside the system managed by ICANN.1 The 

domain has its legal foundations in the 
European Parliament’s and Commission’s 

Regulations (EC) Nos. 733/2002 and 847/2004 
(the “Regulations”). Registration of .eu 

domains takes place at EURID in Brussels,  

                                                 
1
 ICANN (The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 

Numbers) is the institution responsible for assigning 

Internet domains. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
which has established a detailed registration 

procedure in accordance with the Regulations. 

A new procedure – the Sunrise Period 

The basic principle of registration is the priority 

of domain registration for entities holding the 

right to the names used in the domain. This is 
where the Sunrise Period concept stems from 

as during this four-month period, those entities 
that can prove their right to a given name have 

priority in registration.  

The first stage of the Sunrise Period ended on 
7 February 2006. During this period, only 

holders of national and Community registered 
trade marks and geographic designations had 

the right to apply. 

During the second stage (7 February 2006 -  
7 April 2006) of the Sunrise Period, in addition 

to those who were entitled to file applications 
in the first stage, registration is also open to 

entities that hold unregistered trade marks, 

company names, trade names, names 
identifying a company, surnames and 

characteristic titles of protected works of 
literature and art. If several entities hold the 

rights to a given name, then they are 
registered in the order in which their 

applications are filed.  

After the end of the Sunrise Period, registration 
will be liberalised.  This means that anyone will 

be able to register a given domain name on  
a “first come, first served” basis without the 

need to indicate the right to a given name.  



 

How to apply 
 

The registration procedure is simple. One 
must: 

1. check whether the requested domain name 
has not already been registered or applied 

for in the EURID WHOIS system 

(http://www.whois.eu/whois/GetDomainSta
tus.htm); 

2. submit a registration application to one of 
the accredited registrars that are listed on 

http://list.eurid.eu/;  
3. pay the fee in the amount indicated by the 

accredited registrar (a commission is 
generally added to EURID prices); 

4. send the documents evidencing one’s right 

to the domain name within 40 days (these 
should be sent either directly to EURID or, 

if the registrar offers to act as intermediary, 
then to the registrar). 

 
What happens to the application 

The documents confirming the right to the 

domain name will be sent to a Legalisation 
Agent in order to ascertain whether the 

applicant actually holds the right it claims.   
Pricewaterhouse Coopers serves as the 

Legalisation Agent for Poland. After receiving 

the Legalisation Agent’s recommendation, 
EURID will decide whether or not to register 

the domain.  

If EURID registers the domain, it is worth 
following the application for 40 days, as 

interested parties have the right to 
challenge registration decisions using  

a procedure for revoking the Register’s 
decision due to its non-compliance with 

the Regulations. If such a procedure is 
not launched, then the Register will 

activate the domain the day after the 40-

day period lapses. 

Neither the Legalisation Agent, nor the 

Register are obligated to notify the 

applicant that the evidence submitted 
does not fulfil the requirements nor 

whether the requirement of the existence 
of the law upon which the applicant based 

its claim was satisfied. 

 

If someone has already taken your 
domain – the ADR procedure 

 
EURID decisions may be appealed to the EURID 

arbitration court, which is the Czech Arbitration 
Court, and decisions of the Arbitration Court 

are final.  

 
There are two procedures that may be 

initiated before the Arbitration Court: 
 

1.  ADR procedure in the event of a EURID 
decision not complying with the Regulations 

 
This procedure must be launched within the 

appeal period, namely no later than 40 days 

after the decision to register or to refuse 
registration was issued.  

 
It is possible to check who has applied 

and when, as well as to check the status 
of an application by accessing WHOIS at: 

http://www.whois.eu. By using the 
WHOIS tool, it is also possible to 

determine the deadline for filing an 

appeal with the Arbitration Court.   
 

2.  ADR procedure in cases where registration 
was of a speculative nature or was not 

legally permissible. 
 

There is no time limit for this procedure, thus it 
may be launched even after the lapse of the 

appeal period. Please bear in mind that in this 

procedure it is more difficult to prove an 
infringement of the law. If the appeal is 

successful, the contested domain will be 
transferred to the claimant. 

ADR procedures are subject to a fee payable by 

the claimant.  

Why should you register a domain during 
the Sunrise Period? 

Quick registration during the Sunrise Period is, 

in many cases, the only chance of obtaining  
a domain efficiently.  

Press reports show that many entities are 

applying for the registration of trade marks 
known in one country in the patent offices of 

other countries only so that they may later 
apply for registration of a given domain name 

during the Sunrise Period.  



 

It may happen, for example, that a Polish 
company uses the same name as a Dutch one. 

If both of these companies were to present 
documents confirming their rights to the name, 

then the domain will be assigned to the 
company that applied first. 

Therefore, in order to avoid any unpleasant 

surprises, it is advisable to register your 
domain immediately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information: 

 

Tomasz Zalewski 
tomasz.zalewski@wierzbowski.pl 

+48 22 50 50 796 

 

 

 

 


