
A Special Economic Zone is a part of 

the country's territory administratively 

separated from the rest, within which a special 

system of legal standards is introduced by 

the legislative act establishing the Special 

Economic Zone. A Special Economic Zone is 

an institution of administrative law, which has 

all the characteristics of a special area, and 

within which various business activities may be 

undertaken. A business entity that has received 

permission to conduct business within a Special 

Economic Zone is entitled to tax breaks and 

certain employment preferences. A zone's land 

is managed by the business entities based in it 

on the one hand, and the appropriate minister 

and zone manager on the other. The latter is 

responsible for supervising and inspecting 

the entities doing business within the zone.

On 1 August 2006, the President of the Republic 

of Poland signed the Act dated 23 June 2006 

amending the 1994 Act on Special Economic 

Zones.

The principal aims of the amendments are 

as follows:

•  the possibility of expanding the zones 

   – by entitling the Council of Ministers to 

   liquidate a zone before the term for which it 

Amendment to the Act on Special Economic Zones September 2006

   was established, to change its area or to 

   merge zones, provided that the total area of 

   all zones in Poland may not exceed 

   12,000 hectares

•  transferring the ownership of companies 

   managing Special Economic Zones to 

   the minister responsible for economic 

   affairs – the Economy Minister, who is 

   responsible for the proper operation and 

   development of Special Economic Zones, 

   should have at his disposal instruments 

   allowing him to fully implement the tasks 

   placed on him by legislation. The provision 

   bars the Economy Minister from exercising 

   rights attached to shares in Agencja Rozwoju 

   Przemys³u S.A. (the Industrial Development 

   Agency) by employing the phrase “with the 

   exclusion of companies in which the State 

   Treasury holds 100 percent of shares” 

•  increasing the possibility of using funds 

   from the Zone Fund to support new 

   investment – it is now possible to transfer 

   funds to the beneficiary progressively as they 

   are accumulated in the Zone Fund. Under the 

   previous provisions, a business in a Special 

   Economic Zone that implemented a new 

   investment in Poland could receive support 

   from the Zone Fund only once, up to 

   the amount accumulated as at the date of 

   the last annual tax return

   



•  introduction of the possibility of 

   the Agricultural Real Estate Agency 

   gratuitously transferring its assets to 

   companies managing Special Economic 

   Zones for investment purposes – this is 

   aimed at solving the problem of the slow 

   transfer of land to investors. The previous 

   procedure was a significant barrier to making 

   large greenfield investments requiring empty 

   plots; namely the type of real estate held by 

   the Agricultural Real Estate Agency. Under 

   the new solution, the time needed for making 

   land available should decrease sharply

The solutions proposed in the new act are aimed 

at helping improve the operation of Special 

Economic Zones, and at the same time making 

the rules for companies operating within them 

easier and more straightforward. 
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