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Change at the helm of the Office of Competition and Consumer Protection: 
a new policy for imposing fines on businesses?

At the beginning of June this year a new 
president was appointed to head the Polish 
Office of Competition and Consumer 
Protection (UOKiK). The previous president 
of UOKiK, Marek Niechcia³, was replaced by 
Ma³gorzata Krasnodêbska-Tomkiel. The new 
head of UOKiK brings with her extensive 
experience in the competition field as 
a long-time member of the UOKiK staff 
and as a scholar at the University of Warsaw, 
the Warsaw School of Economics, and the 
National School of Public Administration. She 
is also the author of numerous publications 
in the field. 

What does the change in UOKiK president 
mean for business?

The new head of UOKiK has announced plans 
to achieve greater effectiveness in detecting 
violations of anti-monopoly law.

Higher fines, more inspections

UOKiK's efforts to improve detection of violations 
of anti-monopoly law may translate into:

More frequent inspections of businesses 
   (including “dawn raids” at corporate 
   headquarters). This is evident from the new 
   president's announcement that UOKiK intends 
   to buy new programming that will make it 
   easier to search electronic resources. This may 
  make it possible to conduct inspections of 
   a greater number of companies.   

Stiffer fines for violations of competition 
   regulations. In the past, businesses found 
   to be abusing a dominant position or taking 
   part in unlawful agreements have been subject 
   to fines typically in the range of 2% to 5% of 
   their annual revenues. These fines did not even 
   come close to the upper limit allowed by law, 
   which is 10% of annual revenue. 
   Record fines to date were imposed on 
   Telekomunikacja Polska S.A. (PLN 75 million), 
   PZU (PLN 50 million), PGNiG (PLN 41 million) 
   and PKP Cargo S.A. (PLN 40 million).

•  

•  

Fine reduction program

While threatening businesses violating 
competition regulations with higher fines, 
the new UOKiK president has also announced 
that greater emphasis will be placed on the 
fine reduction program. Those who decide 
to inform UOKiK of an illegal agreement that 
they are a party to may expect to have their 
penalty reduced or even waived.

Prognosis for the future

It appears that under the new president 
of UOKiK, businesses may count on greater 
legal certainty thanks to more consistent 
and uniform application of the regulations, 
accompanied by heightened review of 
actions by companies on the part of the 
competition authority. In that case, 
it is recommended that market actions 
undertaken by businesses be analyzed 
more closely in terms of potential violations 
of competition law. This makes it possible 
for a company to limit the risk that it will 
be hit with a severe financial sanction.
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