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System of Guarantees of Origin of Electricity 
from Renewable Sources

In recent years there has been a noticeable 
increase in pressure to step up the production 
of electricity from renewable sources. 
EU and Polish lawmakers are introducing new 
incentives and guarantees for companies 
investing in this segment of the electricity 
market. The European Union's adoption of 
minimum requirements of electricity produced 
from renewable energy sources (RES) provides 
an occasion to review the legal regulations 
applicable in this area.

Main EU strategic documents involving 
renewable energy

Energy Charter Treaty (Lisbon, 1994)
White Paper “Energy for the Future: 

   Renewable Energy Sources” (1997)
Lisbon Strategy (2000)
Green Paper on Security of Energy Supply 

   (2000)
Green Paper “Towards a European Strategy 

   for the Security of Energy Supply” (2000)
A Sustainable Europe for a Better World: 

   A European Union Strategy for Sustainable 
   Development” (Gothenburg Strategy, 2001)

Directive 2001/77/EC on the Promotion of 
   Electricity Produced from Renewable Energy 
   Sources in the Internal Electricity Market.

Directive 2001/77/EC (the “Directive”)

The basis for the Directive was the White Paper 
“Energy for the Future: Renewable Energy 
Sources,” which presented the most proposals 
for actions involving RES. The Directive itself was 
the first legal document adopted by the Council 
and the European Parliament directly addressing 
development of renewable energy.
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The Directive sets out in a comprehensive 
fashion the areas for action and guidelines 
for achieving them:

Implementation by the member states 
   of programs supporting development 
   of RES that are as effective and efficient 
   as possible – support mechanisms including 
   green certificates, investment subsidies, tax 
   exemptions, tax refunds and direct price 
   supports.

Elimination of administrative barriers 
   to development of RES – review of legal 
   regulations involving permits for investment 
   in RES, streamlining and expediting 
   administrative procedures, presentation 
   of reports on coordination of the work by 
   administrative authorities, and designating 
   authorities to act as mediators in disputes 
   between investors on the RES market and 
   administrative bodies.

Assuring that RES installations have 
   access to electricity grids – objective, 
   transparent and non-discriminatory settlement 
   of costs for connecting new producers from 
   RES to grids, assuring transmission and 
   distribution of energy from RES in domestic 
   transmission systems, giving priority to 
   installations generating energy from RES, 
   and the possibility to shift all or part of 
   the costs of adapting infrastructure for new 
   installations producing energy from RES to 
   system operators and distribution companies.

Issuance of guarantees of origin for 
   electricity generated from RES 
   – a requirement to introduce guarantees 
   of origin for electricity produced from RES, 
   and appointment of an entity responsible 
   for overseeing issuance of guarantees of origin.
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Contact:The Directive also sets a target for production 
of electricity from RES for Poland at the level 
of 7.5%.

Economy Minister's Decree 
of 14 August 2008

On 25 February 2008, the Economy Minister's 
Decree of 19 December 2005 concerning RES 
expired. On 14 August 2008, the Economy 
Minister issued a new decree concerning RES, 
guarantees of origin and related issues 
(Dz.U.08.156.969).

Beyond the requirements of the Directive,
the decree sets new minimum levels for 
electricity produced from RES for which it is 
necessary to obtain guarantees of origin and 
present them for redemption. 
These minimums are as follows:

2008     7%
2009     8.7%
2010     10.4%
2011     10.4%

  2012     10.4%

And after 2017 – what then?

On 4 January 2005 the Polish Council of Ministers 
adopted a document entitled “Poland's Energy 
Policy Through 2025.” It sets forth projections 
for further growth in the share of electricity 
generated from RES in the electricity market 
in Poland (including achievement of European 
Union targets through 2010) and further plans 
for 2010–2025.

•   
•   
•   
•   
•

• 
•
•   
•   
•   

  2013     10.9%
   2014     11.4%

2015     11.9%
2016     12.4%
2017     12.9%

Maciej JóŸwiak
maciej.jozwiak@wierzbowski.pl
+48 22 50 50 763


