
February 2009
Amendment to the Act on Protection 

of Agricultural and Forest Lands

Transitional provisions

As of 1 January 2009, the effective date of 

the Amendment, the following proceedings 

were subject to dismissal by operation of law:

pending proceedings seeking the consent 

    referred to in Art. 7(2) of the Act;

proceedings for issuance of decisions 

    permitting farmland located within the 

    administrative borders of cities to be 

    removed from production.

Such land was removed from the protection 

of the Act, and thus proceedings pending with 

respect to such land became moot.

Charges and annual fees related to removal 

from production of farmland within cities prior 

to the effective date of the Amendment, but 

not yet due and payable as of 1 January 2009, 

were discharged by operation of law upon the 

effective date of the Amendment.

Significance of the Amendment

As a result of the Amendment, farmland located 

within the administrative borders of cities was 

released from the requirements of the Act for 

investment purposes. Thus, starting from 

1 January 2009, investors, particularly those 

involved in construction, will have greater 

opportunities to use such land for non-agricultural 

purposes.
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On 1 January 2009, the amendment to 

the Act on Protection of Agricultural and 

Forest Lands (the “Amendment”) came 

into force. The main goal of the 

Amendment was to exclude farmland 

located within the administrative borders 

of cities from application of the Act on 

Protection of Agricultural and Forest 

Lands (the “Act”), regardless of the class 

of farmland.

Most significant changes:

For farmland located within the administrative 

    borders of cities, regardless of the class of 

    farmland, it is no longer required to obtain 

    consent to zone the land for non-agricultural 

    or non-forest purposes, nor is an 

    administrative decision required to remove 

    such land from agricultural production. 

    Change in use of such land will now be made 

    pursuant to the Planning and Zoning Act.

No fee will be assessed for removing such

    land from agricultural production.

With respect to farmland in classes 4 through 

    6 located beyond city limits, restrictions on 

    zoning of such land for non-agricultural or 

    non-forest purposes have been lifted. 

    A change in the zoning of such land may be 

    made by the commune in the local zoning 

    plan (without having to receive consent from 

    the province marshal, after obtaining the 

    opinion of the agriculture chamber).

New rules were established for the process 

    of removing farmland in classes 4, 4a, 4b, 

    5 and 6 from production. A motion to remove 

    such land from production is conclusive, 

    and the administrative decision is merely of 

    a declaratory nature.
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