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Member States now have less than 6 months to 

implement the provisions of the new directive into 

their domestic legal systems. The deadline for 

transposition is 9 May 2010. In Poland it will be 

necessary, among other changes, to amend the 

regulation of the president of the UKE on 

administration of frequencies in the range of 

880-890 MHz and 925-935 MHz. The president

of the UKE has already begun consultations on 

this subject.

3. Risk of involuntary “refarming” (reallocation 

    of frequencies) in the 900 MHz band. 

    The president of the Office of Electronic 

    Communications (UKE) is required to determine 

    whether the current allocation of frequencies in 

    this band may interfere with competition on 

    the market, given the liberalization in use of 

    this band. If a threat to competition is found, 

    she is to take appropriate steps to deal with it, 

    including refarming as a last resort.

On 9 November 2009 Directive 2009/114/EC 

of the European Parliament and of the Council 

entered into force, amending Council Directive

87/372/EEC. The new directive lifts the 

restriction on use of radio frequencies in 

the range of 880-915 MHz and 925-960 MHz 

(referred to as the 900 MHz band) solely 

for the needs of GSM systems, as previously 

provided under Directive 87/372/EEC. 

The 27 EU Member States, along with Norway, 

Iceland and Liechtenstein, have thus obtained 

a possibility for more flexible radio spectrum 

management in the key 900 MHz band. 

Radio frequencies in the 900 MHz band may 

now also serve other systems for electronic 

communication - primarily UMTS (“third-generation” 

mobile networks), as expressly indicated in the 

new directive. There is no barrier, however, to 

use of these frequencies for even more advanced 

technologies, including LTE (“fourth-generation” 

mobile networks). The only condition for new, 

broader use of the 900 MHz band is that the 

new systems do not interfere with the functioning 

of GSM systems.

How will implementation of the new directive 

affect the market?

Possibility to award reservations of 

    radio frequencies in the 900 MHz band 

    for use by various systems of mobile 

    communications (GSM, UMTS or LTE), 

    in line with the principle of technological 

    neutrality.

Possibility for operators to apply individually 

    to change the use of frequencies in the 900 

    MHz band awarded to them exclusively 

    for use of GSM systems. “Automatic” 

    change of all reservations previously issued for 

     frequencies in this band will not be necessary. 
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