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How is a copy certified?

The Amendment specifies the manner in which 
copies of documents are to be certified as true 
copies. For example, an authentication by an 
advocate or legal adviser must contain the 
attorney's signature, the date and place where 
the authentication was made, and, upon request, 
the time that the authentication was made. 
If the document has any unusual features (such
as notations, corrections or damage), the 
attorney should state this in the certification. 

Applicable date

The amended provisions may be applied only 
in proceedings commenced on or after 1 January 
2010. The previous rules continue to apply to 
cases commenced before that date, through the 
end of the proceeding at the first instance.

Assessment

The changes introduced by the Amendment are 
a positive step, designed to eliminate formal 
rigidity and expedite proceedings in civil, 
administrative and tax cases. The new rule is 
also more litigant-friendly because parties will 
not have to surrender their original documents 
for the duration of a judicial or administrative 
case when the authenticity of the documents 
is not in question.

The Act Amending Acts Regarding 
Authentication of Documents dated 
23 October 2009 (Journal of Laws Dz.U. 
No. 216 item 1676—the “Amendment”), 
went into effect on 1 January 2010. 
The Amendment generally enables copies 
of documents (not just powers of attorney) 
to be certified as authentic by the parties' 
attorneys who hold a position of public 
trust (such as an advocate or legal adviser). 
The Amendment does, however, give the 
court the power to require submission of 
an original document where justified. 

How did it work before?

Under the prior regulations, it was necessary 
to file original documents in judicial proceedings, 
with a few exceptions. In practice, some of the
courts treated copies certified as authentic by 
an attorney as the equivalent of original 
documents. Over time, however, the position 
became established in the jurisprudence of 
the Polish Supreme Court that an attorney 
could authenticate only a narrow range of 
documents, such as a copy of his or her own 
appointment and certain documents in 
a proceeding for an order of payment. 

What has changed?

The new rules allow attorneys to certify copies 
of other types of documents as well for use 
in judicial or administrative proceedings. The 
Amendment provides that a copy of a document 
certified as authentic by the attorney appearing 
for a party in the case is regarded as an official 
document.

If justified by the circumstances of the case, 
however, the court or administrative agency 
may require that the original be submitted.

If an advocate or legal adviser is representing 
a company in proceedings, it is necessary to 
file a document from the management board 
appointing the attorney, as well as a transcript 
from the National Court Register for the client, 
but these may be copies certified by the attorney.
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