
Provision of Economic Information

Who may submit information to BIG?

The repealed act from 2003 included a fixed list 
of 22 categories of businesses entitled to submit 
economic information about consumers to BIG. 
These included banks, insurance companies, 
savings and loan associations, leasing and factoring 
companies, telecommunications operators, utility
suppliers, housing cooperatives, brokerages, and, 
for purposes of the Act on Assistance to Persons 
Entitled to Receive Spousal, Child or Familial Support, 
the head of a local commune or mayor of a town 
or city. 

Unlike the prior regulations, the new act does 
not set forth a list of specific types of businesses 
authorized to submit economic information about 
debtors to BIG. This means that almost anyone 
may submit information, so long as the claim 
meets the conditions set forth in the act.

Other changes

The act introduces a number of minor changes, for 
example concerning the organization of BIG and 
rules for administering data. The act also expands 
the current list of public entities authorized to 
obtain economic information.

Conclusion

The changes to the Act on Provision of Economic 
Information should be assessed positively, as they 
tend toward equal opportunity for all creditors to 
circulate information about debtors.

The Act on Provision of Economic Information 
and Exchange of Economic Data dated 9 April 
2010 (Dz. U. No. 81 item 530), which superseded 
the Act on Provision of Economic Information 
dated 14 February 2003 (Dz. U. No. 50 item 424, 
as amended), went into effect on 9 May 2010. 

The earlier act governed the rules and 
procedures for businesses to release information 
about the payment history of other businesses 
and consumers. The new act uses more general 
concepts of “creditor” and “debtor.”

The new act defines these key terms as follows:

A debtor may be
an individual, whether conducting business 

   activity or not, or
a legal person or organizational unit without 

   legal personality, which has an obligation 
   (a specific debt) to a creditor in connection 
   with business activity or a legal relation. 

Now, unlike under the previous law, a consumer, 
and not only a business entity, may be a debtor.

A creditor may be
an individual conducting business activity, or an 
individual not conducting business activity but 
holding a legal title giving rise to a claim (i.e., 
the debtor’s obligation to pay a specific amount),
a legal person or organizational unit without 
legal personality which holds a claim in connection 
with business activity or a legal relation, or
the head of a local commune [wójt], or the 
mayor of a town or city, as the authority that 
acts as the creditor under the Act on Assistance 
to Persons Entitled to Receive Spousal, Child or 
Familial Support.

Basis for submitting information to the 
Economic Information Bureau (BIG)

Under the prior act, a consumer credit agreement 
was the basis for submitting economic information 
about a consumer. Now a claim as such is sufficient 
to submit information about a debtor to BIG. 
Depending on the type of debtor, the act imposes 
certain additional requirements on a creditor who
intends to submit information to BIG.
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