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Regardless of the category of the airport, introduction 

of a new or revised schedule of airport charges would 

always require consultation with the airlines using 

the airport. The consultation requirement would be 

more extensive in the case of the largest airports, 

where the operator would also be required to conduct 

consultations: 

regularly, on an annual basis,

prior to commencing any major investment 

   project, and 

upon request by the President of the Civil 

   Aviation Office. 

The broad use of consultation is designed to help 

develop a consensus between airport operators 

and airlines with respect to airport charges, much 

like the obligation for the parties to enter into 

a service level agreement at the biggest airports.

The proposed amendment would also provide for 

additional sanctions to enforce proper payment 

of airport charges by the airlines. Alongside the 

existing right to arrest an aircraft, airport operators 

would also be entitled to refuse service to airlines 

violating the conditions or deadlines for payment 

of airport charges.

The amendment to the Aviation Law should be 

enacted so that it comes into force by the deadline 

established for transposition of Directive 2009/12/EC

into Polish law, which is 15 March 2011. The Polish 

parliament does not have much time left.
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The Polish Civil Aviation Office has drafted 

the outline for an act amending the Aviation 

Law which would introduce significant 

changes concerning fees that airports 

charge airlines. The amendment, designed 

to implement Directive 2009/12/EC 

on airport charges, would also add new 

provisions making it easier to introduce 

and collect such fees.

The main goal of the amendment would be to 

differentiate among airports in the rules for 

introduction of airport fees, based on the amount 

of passenger traffic at the given airport:

  At airports serving up to 500,000 

   passengers per year, the operator of the 

   airport would be able to introduce a schedule 

   of airport charges without having to obtain 

   advance approval from the regulator. The 

   President of the Civil Aviation Office could, 

   however, order changes in the fee schedule, 

   at his own initiative or upon application of 

   an airline using the airport, if he finds that 

   the airport charges were set in violation of 

   the Aviation Law or international regulations.

At airports serving from 500,000 to 

   5 million passengers per year, introduction 

   of a schedule of airport charges would require 

   approval by the President of the Civil Aviation 

   Office, who would confirm that the charges 

   were set in compliance with the law.

At airports serving over 5 million 

   passengers per year, the schedule of charges 

   would also require approval of the regulator, 

   who would review not only compliance with 

   the law but also consistency with the approved 

   general plan for the given airport. One of the 

   conditions for approval of the schedule of 

   charges would be to have an agreement in 

   place between the airport operator and the 

   airlines using the airport concerning the quality 

   of the services provided.
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