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An important issue under this solution adopted 
by the Parliament is the rule of continuation, 
meaning that when the converted company is 
entered in the commercial register, it assumes 
all of the rights previously held by the sole 
proprietorship (including permits, concessions 
and abatements, apart from tax breaks). 

Reduction of National Court Register fees

The act has reduced the fees for entries in the 
National Court Register. Under the new fee schedule, 
registration of a company now costs PLN 500 
instead of PLN 1,000, and a registered business 
entity now pays PLN 250 for a motion to amend 
its data, instead of PLN 400. 

These changes apply only to fees for motions 
to the National Court Register. Fees for publishing 
announcements in the journal Monitor S¹dowy 
i Gospodarczy remain unchanged (PLN 500 for 
registration and PLN 250 for amendments).

Liability of collective entities

Another notable change concerns the amount of 
fines imposed on collective entities for committing 
a criminal offence. The maximum amount has been 
reduced from PLN 20 million to PLN 5 million, but 
no greater than 3% (previously 10%) of the revenue 
achieved by the entity during the financial year in 
which the offence was committed.

Summary

Although it has been in force for only a short while, 
the Act Limiting Administrative Barriers for Citizens 
and Businesses has been greeted with great 
enthusiasm by the business community in Poland.
It is a clear step forward in the process of 
deformalizing the rigid state administrative system. 

The Act Limiting Administrative Barriers 
for Citizens and Businesses dated 25 March 
2011 went into effect on 1 July 2011.

The act amended 92 different laws in response 
to the growing “Black List of Barriers” faced by 
businesses starting or carrying out activity in Poland.

In order to eliminate bureaucratic barriers for 
businesses, major amendments were made to 
such laws as: 

Business Freedom Act
Act on Court Costs in Civil Cases 
Commercial Companies Code 
Cooperative Law 
Personal Income Tax Act 
Corporate Income Tax Act 
Tax Ordinance 
Act on Liability of Collective Entities
Personal Data Protection Act.

eplacing certificates with declarations

The act relaxes the requirements for documents 
that businesses have to file with administrative
offices by replacing such items as certificates 
and transcripts from official registers with 
declarations by the businesses themselves. 
In many instances, the act also allows copies 
of documents to be submitted instead of originals.
The main goal of the changes is to deformalize 
administrative procedures, streamline the process 
of issuing certain licences and permits, and 
reduce the related costs that businesses must 
incur.
Declarations submitted by businesses should 
now contain wording indicating that the person 
making the declaration is aware that he or she 
may be subject to criminal liability for filing 
a false statement.

Ability to convert from one business form 
to another

Another change introduced by the act is the 
ability for an individual who operates a sole 
proprietorship to convert the business into 
a commercial company. 
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