
June 2012Electronic trial transcripts will soon be common in Polish courts

Since 2011, electronic transcripts of 

the proceedings have been replacing 

the traditional dictated written minutes 

in civil proceedings. The electronic system 

is now used in some regional courts and

courts of appeal. The overall reform, 

introducing electronic transcripts in all 

civil proceedings, in the district courts 

as well, is to be implemented by the 

end of 2013.

The use of audiovisual recording of the 

proceedings in place of the traditional paper 

form was enabled by the 29 April 2010 

amendment to the Polish Civil Procedure Code. 

Under the amended Art. 157, the course of 

the proceedings in open court may be recorded 

using audio equipment (in the courts of appeal) 

or audiovisual equipment (in the district and 

regional courts), or in writing.

From the practical point of view, these changes 

mean that the proceedings are recorded 

electronically, with the clerk maintaining 

additional written minutes in summary form, 

with the following information:

identification of the court, the parties and 

    the attorneys appearing at the hearing

the location and date of the hearing

the name of the judge and the clerk

a list of the orders and rulings issued 

    at the session

measures taken by the parties that have 

    a bearing on the court’s decision. 

In addition, at the direction of the judge, 

the clerk may prepare a descriptive log, e.g. 

concerning the order in which witnesses appear 

and the substance of the questions put to 

them by the parties. The descriptive log will 

then serve as a kind of index to the recording, 

because each item is listed along with the 

time where it occurs in the recording.
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Everyone present in the courtroom is instructed

concerning the fact that the hearing is being 

recorded. Next to the judge’s bench there is 

a screen displaying the recording in real time. 

Under the system, it is also possible to return 

to an earlier portion of the recording and play 

it back. This may be particularly helpful when 

a witness changes his or her testimony during 

the hearing. Directional microphones are placed 

in front of the parties. The microphones are 

quite sensitive and must be used with caution, 

for example by turning them in the other 

direction when the party confers with the 

attorney. Next to the clerk’s station there is 

a small camera to record evidence presented 

at the hearing for inclusion in the transcript. 

After the hearing, the parties and attorneys 

may review the electronic transcript by 

visiting the reading room for court files (the 

only way to review the visual recording), or 

requesting a copy of the sound recording on 

a disc and a copy of the summary minutes 

(for an administrative fee of PLN 6).

In exceptional cases, where the recording 

is of poor quality and cannot be deciphered, 

a party may apply to the presiding judge of 

the court for a transcription of the relevant 

passage, but the court does not necessarily 

have to grant the request.
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