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60-day payment term
The new act introduces a maximum payment 
term, which in transactions between businesses 
(excluding transactions in which the debtor is 
a public entity) is 60 days, counted from the 
date of delivery to the debtor of an invoice or 
bill confirming delivery of the goods or 
performance of the services. If the debtor does 
not pay within 60 days, the creditor has a right 
to charge interest for late payment at the rate 
applicable to tax arrears, without having to 
make a demand for payment. The parties may 
agree on a higher interest rate, however.

The option of imposing interest for late payment 
as referred to in the Civil Code has also been 
retained. Thus in a situation in which a business 
has provided goods or services, it may charge 
the debtor statutory interest at a rate of 13%

stper annum for the period from the 31  through 
the 60  day following supply of the goods or 
services. 

The new Act on Payment Terms in Commercial 
Transactions of 8 March 2013 (Journal of 
Laws Dz.U. 2013 item 403) went into effect 
on 28 April 2013. Among other changes, the 
act introduces a maximum payment term 
of 60 days, or 30 days for public entities, 
the creditor’s right to fixed compensation 
in the zloty equivalent of EUR 40 for efforts 
to recover overdue payments, and a 30-day 
procedure for examination of goods and 
services. The changes result from 
implementation of EU regulations into the 
Polish legal system and efforts to combat 
payment gridlock. Under current economic 
conditions, the new rules should have 
a positive impact on certainty in trade. 

The new act applies to business-to-business 
commercial transactions conducted on or after 
28 April 2013 involving supply of goods or 
services for remuneration. The new act does 
not apply to transactions between businesses 
and consumers. Agreements concluded prior 
to the effective date of the new act will continue 
to be covered by the rules of the repealed Act 
on Payment Terms in Commercial Transactions 
of 12 June 2003 (Journal of Laws Dz.U. 2003 
No. 139 item 1323, as amended).

th

If after that period the debtor has still not paid, 
the creditor will be able to charge interest at the 
rate of 11.5% (i.e. interest at the rate for tax 
arrears calculated pursuant to the Tax Ordinance).

The parties may agree to extend the 60-day 
payment term so long as the extension does 
not conflict with the socioeconomic purpose of 
the contract or principles of social coexistence, 
and is objectively justified in light of the nature 
of the goods or services.

30-day payment term

In transactions between a business entity and 
a public entity as the debtor, the act provides 
for a shorter, 30-day payment term for supply 
of goods or services, counting from the date 
of delivery of an invoice or bill to the debtor. 
In this case as well, the payment term may be 
extended, but it may not exceed 60 days and 
the extension must also be justified by the 
specific nature or elements of the contract. 

Examination of goods
The parties to a commercial transaction may 
provide in the contract for a procedure for 
examination of the goods or services to verify 
that they conform to the contract. The period 
for such examination may not exceed 30 days 
from the date of receipt of the goods or services 
and may not conflict with the socioeconomic 
purpose of the contract or principles of social 
coexistence. It must also be objectively justified
in light of the nature of the goods or services.

Fixed compensation of EUR 40
The act provides for compensation of recovery 
costs at a flat rate of the PLN equivalent of EUR 40, 
which is payable to the creditor from the date 
that interest for late payment becomes due and 
payable, but the creditor is not required to issue 
the debtor a separate demand for payment of 
such compensation. If the actual cost of collecting 
the overdue amounts exceeds EUR 40, the creditor 
has a right to seek reimbursement of such costs 
through the courts.
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