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An amendment to the Civil Procedure Code 
went into effect on 7 July 2013 introducing 
a requirement to determine during civil 
proceedings the PESEL personal identity 
number of parties who are individuals. 

Previously, the party initiating a proceeding was 
required only to identify the parties (individuals) 
by stating their home address. Now, the plaintiff 
is also required to provide the plaintiff’s PESEL 
personal identity number or NIP tax number. 
With respect to the data of individual defendants, 
their PESEL number should be determined by 
the court. Thus there is no legal basis for the 
plaintiff to obtain the PESEL or NIP number 
of an individual defendant in regular civil 
proceedings.

The situation is different when the claim is filed 
in electronic summary proceedings. Then 
the plaintiff is required to provide not only 
its own PESEL or NIP number, but also such 
numbers for defendants who are individuals. 
If this information is not provided in the 
statement of claim, the court will summon the 
party to supplement the pleading accordingly, 
or it will be rejected. 

How to determine the defendant’s PESEL 
number?

In order to determine the PESEL number of an 
individual, an application must be completed 
and submitted to the Centre for Personalization 
of Documents at the Ministry of the Interior 
( ). 

There is a fee of PLN 31 for the application. 
In order for the ministry to determine the PESEL
number, it must have the current or previous 
registered residential address of the person sought. 
This information should be provided by the applicant. 

link to application form

If the registered residential address is not known 
to the applicant, other available data should be 
provided, such as the place where the person 
resides, the location where the person conducts 
business, and the names of the person’s parents.

The more data and the more unique the name 
of the person sought, the greater the chance of
locating his or her PESEL number. But if the applicant 
knows only the first and last name and the place 
where the person actually resides, which is not the 
same as the person’s registered residential address, 
it may prove impossible to determine the person’s 
PESEL number. The Civil Procedure Code does not 
provide what should happen in such situation. 

The Ministry of the Interior needs 1 to 2 months to 
consider the application. A response will be provided 
only by post; neither the data nor the application 
may be transmitted by e-mail. 

Given the practical problems with identifying the 
PESEL number and registered residential address 
of defendants, there are already calls to amend the 
code again to provide the court an active role in 
establishing this information about defendants. 
But in the meantime, under the current rules, the 
following measures should help avoid the inability 
to pursue claims through electronic summary 
proceedings:

Including in contracts the PESEL numbers of 

    parties who are individuals

Including in contracts the registered residential

    address and the actual residential address of 
    parties who are individuals, with an obligation 
    to notify the other party if there is a change of 
    address

If the PESEL number of the defendant is unknown, 

    applying to the Ministry of the Interior to determine 
    the number early on when drafting the statement 
    of claim in electronic summary proceedings so 
    that it will be possible to provide the number 
    when summoned by the court to supplement 
    the claim with this information, for example 
    within 7 days.
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