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From 1 January 2018 light plastic shopping bags can no longer be issued 
free of charge by sellers in Poland. Meanwhile, the electronic database  
on wastes and the related register of entities were launched 
on 24 January 2018. 

Introduction of recycling fee 

The amendment to the Act on Management of Packaging and Packaging Waste 
requires payment, earmarked for collection of a recycling fee, for the issuance of 
light plastic shopping bags. Under the definition in the act, this applies to shopping 
bags made of plastic, with or without handles, where the thickness of the bag 

does not exceed 50 microns. Very light plastic shopping bags (thickness below 15 
microns) are exempt from the fee if their use is required for hygienic reasons or 

they are offered as the basic packaging for foods sold loose, thus helping to avoid 
wasting food. 

The recycling fee may constitute the entire cost the customer pays for the bag, 

but it may also be added to the price of the bag established by the retailer or 
wholesaler; then the final fee paid by the customer will comprise the price of the 
bag itself plus the added recycling fee. 

The maximum rate of the recycling fee is set in the act at PLN 1 per bag, but the 

actual rate of PLN 0.20 per bag has been set in a regulation issued by the Minister 
of the Environment. Thus the law provides for a flexible response if the rate of the 
recycling fee fails to reduce the use of light plastic bags.  

Fines for failure to comply with new obligations  

The recycling fee constitutes income of the state budget, and retailers and 
wholesalers are required to forward the recycling fees collected each year to the 

account of the Ministry of the Environment by 15 March of the following year. 
The requirement for sellers to maintain a record of light plastic shopping bags 
issued in a given calendar year, provided for in the draft amendment, was 

ultimately abandoned.  

Sellers that fail to perform the obligation to collect the recycling fee may be 
charged an administrative fine of PLN 500 to 20,000. Monitoring of compliance 
with the regulations on collection of the recycling fee from customers is exercised 

by the Trade Inspectorate. 

Creation of database on products, packaging and waste management 
(BDO) 

Under an amendment to the Wastes Act, the electronic database known as BDO 
was launched on 24 January 2018, covering such information as products sold in 
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packaging, gear oils, tires, vehicles, used electronic equipment, and batteries.  

The BDO database will also collect data on levels of recovery and recycling.  
The database is also intended to serve as a register of wastes, as it will cover all 

entities required to maintain the register as well as information about the wastes 
they manage.  

Launch of register 

The register of entities marketing products and products in packaging, and 
managing wastes, was also launched on 24 January 2018. The previous 
regulations provided that until creation of the BDO database, these entities would 

be required to provide notice of commencement of business to the province 
marshal for the place where the undertaking had its registered office. Even when 
these entities complied with the obligation to notify the province marshal, they will 
be required to apply for entry in the register within 6 months after the register is 
created. An undertaking conducting more than one business will file a single 
application. Entry in the register is made by the province marshal. 

Fees for operation of the register 

The Wastes Act provides for a fee for entry in the register as well as an annual 
fee. The regulation of the Minister of the Environment sets the amount of the fee 

for micro-enterprises at PLN 100 for entry and for the annual fee, while other 
undertakings will pay PLN 300 as a registration fee and PLN 300 as an annual fee. 

Undertakings which filed a notice of commencement of business prior to 
establishment of the register will be exempt from the registration fee and annual 
fee during the first year of operation of the register. However, this applies only to 

undertakings subject to the Act on Management of Packaging and Packaging 
Waste and the Act on Obligations of Undertakings for Management of Certain 
Wastes and on the Product Fee. 

The act provides for an administrative fine of PLN 1,000 to 1,000,000 for 

conducting business involving marketing of products or products in packaging  
or managing wastes without the required entry in the register.

 

Information contained in this document does not constitute legal advice. If you would like to be provided with legal advice or more detailed information,  
please contact the above-named lawyer.  
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