
Eversheds Unlocked is 
a unique programme 
aimed at students who 
are studying at state 
schools, have a genuine 
enthusiasm for the legal 
profession and would be 
the first members of their 
family to go to university.  
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The three-day programme, which 
runs in six of our UK offices, has 
been developed to give young 
people from less privileged 
backgrounds the support to 
successfully apply to university. 

Currently in its ninth year, the 
2016 programme took place over 
the Easter holidays and received 
excellent feedback from colleagues 
and students. 

The programme, which could not 
run without the fantastic support 
from a wide-range of colleagues 
from trainees, partners, to client 
support, unfolded as follows:

Day 1

The first day of the programme involved the students looking 
at where they are, what their goals are and ways of ‘closing the 
gap’ in order to be successful.

Day 2

An action-packed day which involved talks from an Eversheds 
solicitor, client and barrister. In between these talks the students 
took part in a session with the trainees where they ‘debunked the 
myths’ of law firms and took part in a litigation game activity. 

Day 3

On the final day, the students learned about the different 
routes into the legal industry and the ins and outs of the 
recruitment process. They also took part in a session where 
they planned for their next 18 months, in order to achieve their 
stated aims. This was followed by a fine-dining experience and 
presentations by each student.   



Students participated

London 18

Birmingham 20

Manchester 19

Leeds 12

Newcastle 20

Cardiff 11

Total 100 students

Student feedback

Feel more positive about the opportunities available at 
somewhere like Eversheds

100%

Have a better understanding of the skills I need to develop to 
give me the best chance of success

100%

Did you get more from experience than you had hoped for? 92%

Rate your overall satisfaction with the programme on a scale 
of 1 - 10 (average)

9

Are you more interested in a career in corporate law? 58%

“It has given me a real insight in to life at a major 
law firm that I can use in the future to great 
benefit. The Unlocked programme has worked 
on my weaknesses and strengths in a professional 
environment. The course has gone above and 
beyond expectations in terms of my personal 
effectiveness.”
Jamie Howieson, Leeds

“This programme has really helped my personal 
development, giving me the confidence to achieve 
my goals. By acquiring a better understanding 
of corporate law, I now feel it could be a 
potential future for me. The atmosphere in the 
office is amazing, everyone is so friendly and 
accommodating.”
Neha Nanji, London

 
“It has been hugely beneficial in regards to 
networking with professionals within the legal 
profession and learning more about the routes in 
to law. Eversheds seems like a very welcoming law 
firm to all types of people and backgrounds.”
Emma Bown, Birmingham

Quotes from students Quotes from trainees 

“I supported Eversheds 
Unlocked because I am 
aware of how competitive 
the profession has become 
and it is important to be 
knowledgeable in order 
to establish a career. The 
programme was not only 
enjoyable for the students but 
also challenging, noticeably 
improving their confidence 
and thought patterns.”
Polly Laycock, Trainee Solicitor 

“I think it is interesting to meet 
the next generation of those 
considering a career in law 
and getting an idea of their 
perception of what the job 
entails. As I have a passion for 
the job I think it is important 
that they see that excitement 
and passion at an early stage 
as a reminder as to why all the 
hard work is worth it.”
Simon Winterburn, Trainee Solicitor

If you would like to support the Unlocked programme 
please contact evershedsunlocked@eversheds.com 
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